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Bucharest, June 23rd 
Bucharest Jazz Festival 2014
Premieres a New Concept with Its 3rd Edition
At its third edition, the biggest jazz event of Romania’s Capital, ARCUB Live Open Air — Jazz, Blues & More, is going to be relaunched under a new name and concept: Bucharest Jazz Festival. The festival will take place between the 2nd and the 6th of July, 2014, in the George Enescu Square. Additional to its previous editions, this year it will expand in the exhibition space at Hanul Gabroveni, the future ARCUB headquarters in Bucharest.

Having the Romanian pianist Lucian Ban as a curator, the festival enters the international circuit starting with 2014, following its membership approval in the prestigious Europe Jazz Network that includes 93 organizations from 29 countries. The association aims to encourage, promote and support the creative improvised music in a broad European perspective.

The new concept of the festival emphasizes the importance of the local Romanian jazz scene, creating a line-up of global standards at the same time. Bucharest Jazz Festival 2014 premieres the Special Events module, focusing on book and disc releases, the Jazz on Film series, meetings and debates, as well as a jazz posters exhibition. This Special Events module is going to take place daily throughout the entire festival timeline, at Hanul Gabroveni, in the Old City Center. It aims at contextualizing Romanian jazz both on the local and the international scene, as well as in relation with other spheres of Arts.

Consequently, on Tuesday, 1st of July, at the festival’s official opening, ARCUB, in partnership with The Polish Institute, launches an exhibition dedicated to one of the biggest private collections of the ’60s avant-garde Polish Jazz Posters in the world.

On Thursday, July, the 3rd, those interested in jazz books will be able to find out about the present status of The Romanian Jazz Book, if they participate in the dedicated event. Presented by Florian “Moșu” Lungu, authors like Mircea Tiberian, Marius Popp, Alex Vasiliu and others will launch new titles in the jazz books field. The launching event will be followed by public discussions and autograph sessions.

On Friday, July, the 4th, the first showcase ever of the Romanian jazz labels will take place. It is going to be followed by a debate on The Romanian Jazz Disc theme, in the presence of pioneering founders of independent labels such as Green Records, A&A Records, Soft Records, Fiver House Records and 7Dreams Records, who will display their productions and future plans, while debating the present condition of this art in Romania.

Another premiere on the festival’s timeline is Jazz on Film, which stands for a series of screenings that portray legendary icons of international jazz like Cecil Taylor — All the Notes, or Paul Bley. The multi-awarded documentary of the Polish avant-garde YASS movement Iubire / Miłość will be brought into the festival in partnership with The Polish Institute Bucharest. Additionally, this series aims at rediscovering rare documentaries from the Romanian National Television archives that capture the Romanian jazz phenomenon: The Sibiu Jazz Miracle, a TVR documentary by Doru Ionescu and Don’t Be Sad — Richard Ochanitzky by Alex Vasiliu of the TVR Iași Studio.
Legendary and contemporary masters of jazz have confirmed their participation in this year’s edition of Bucharest Jazz Festival. One of the few real jazz history makers who are still alive, the iconic saxophonist Lee Konitz will be headlining in Bucharest in his quartet formula, along highly acclaimed names of contemporary jazz, such as Carmen Lundy, John Scofield Überjam and Julia Hülsmann Quartet.

Consequently, the main stage in the George Enescu Square will be taken by some of the most relevant musicians of the contemporary Romanian jazz. Saxophonist Alex Simu, known for his world music projects (ARIFA), will return as the leader of an authentic jazz combo. Emil Bîzgă will present his quartet with the same name as  his new album: Emil Bîzgă Acacia Flower Quartet. The renowned double bass player of Timișoara, Johnny Bota, is part of the excellent Serbian pianist Mike Krstic’s trio. Together they will play on the stage of the festival enchanting the audience with their original style. An entirely special Romanian project, Bucharest Jazz Orchestra, led by talented trumpeter Sebastian Burneci will be one of the most interesting moments of the event, while the septet led by Mihai Iordache will offer a great show to the public with their book of true post-punk jazz. Romanian Jazz Collective is the first ensemble dedicated exclusively to the Romanian jazz songbook  and it will perform a modern reinterpretation of classical compositions signed by Richard Oschanitzky, Johnny Răducanu, Marius Popp and many others.

Additionally, throughout the Bucharest Jazz Festival, the George Enescu Square will host the Jazz Made in Romania stand that will be dedicated exclusively to local jazz labels and publishing houses.

For further details, please visit:
The Official website: http://www.bucharestjazzfestival.ro/
The Official festival Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/bucharestjazzfestival/
BJF 2014 Facebook event: http://www.facebook.com/events/1443901979191664/
The access to all events is free of charge.
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ARCUB — The Cultural Center of the City of Bucharest has been cultivating the Capital’s cultural identity since 1996. Presenting different performances that range from theatre to music, architecture, fine arts and publishing, ARCUB represents Bucharest’s art and culture and collaborates with various organisations and institutions with similar profiles, while supporting projects innitiated in partnership.
ARCUB is the organizer of The International Festival of Street Theatre — B-FIT in the Street!, of the only international jazz festival in the Capital, Bucharest Jazz Festival, as well as of the classical music festival, Bucharest Music Film Festival.
Each year, ARCUB is involved in more than 150 cultural events that gather more than 2 million participants.
Organizers: ARCUB — The Cultural Center of the City of Bucharest and The General Council of Bucharest.
Strategic partners: British Council Romania and The Polish Institute Bucharest.
Sponsors: Opel Romania, SHARP.
Media partners: Radio România București FM, Radio România Cultural, RFI, TV City, mediaTRUST.
Online media partners: Port.ro, iconcert.ro, 4arte.ro, orasulm.eu, inoras.ro, bigcitylife.ro, goingout.ro, urban.ro, hipmag.ro, 121.ro, ziarulmetropolis.ro, nicecream.fm.
Contacts (for press only):
Mirela CARA — PR Specialist 
0725 347 287 | mirela.cara@arcub.ro
Iris OPRIS — PR Specialist 
0740 839 888 | iris.opris@arcub.ro 


